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Plans are well ii hand for the 1990 Conference in Ottawa, 
Ontario, Canada. As of early March, 70 arachnologists and an 
additional accompanying persons have responded to the first 
announcement. We could have a reeord attendance. A number 
of workers from cOuntriet outside North America alto indicate 
interest. Late registrants can be accommodated, though a slightly 
higher fee may be necessary. 

The final call for paper titles and abstracts goes out 
before the end of March. Robert Holmberg (Sciences, Athabasca 
University, Athabasca, Alberta TOG 2R0) is organi7ing the 
scientific program; and 'participants may contact hint regarding 
their talks, posters, or films: A form for this purpose it included 
with the announcement. 

The Wednesday afternoon and evening of the Conference 
IS devoted to sightseeing, with guided groups travelling by.oity bus 
o the various museums, etc. Probably two of the sites Will be the 

most that can be easily Worked into an afternoon. Groups can 
opt for dinner together at a restaurant suggested by the guides. 

The Saturday collteting trip will take place at Murphy's 
Point Provincial Park in the Rideau Lakes area, 80 kilometres 

— ,west_of Ottawa: 'A picnic lunch is included. 
---‘.---Thiformation on transportation routes to OttaWa, and on 

alternative accommodations, is- included with Ihrierond 
.1.:, announcenient: Welcome to Canada. 

Charles Dondale, AAS Conference Organizer 
Biosystematics Research Centre 
Research Branch, Agriculture Canada 
Ottawa, Ontario IC1A 006 CANADA 

1990 Election For Director 
• The only office for which an election is needed for the 1.990 year 
is that of Director. The following two individuals have graciously 
consented to be candidates for this office: 
Matthew H. Greenstone - 

Research Entomologist; Biological Control of Itt-ects 
Research Laboratory, USDA-ARS; Columbia, Missouri 
B.S., Cornell University (1967) 
Ph.D. (Zoology), Univ. of Calif.,Berkeley, (1976) 
Recent publication: Foreign Exploration For Predators: 

A. Proposed New Methodology. Environmental 
Entomology 18: 195-200. 1989. 

David H. Wise - 
Associate Professor of Biological Science, University of 
Maryland (Baltimore County Campus), and Affiliated 
Associate Professor of Zoology at the Univ. of Maryland, 
(College Park Campus) 
B.S., Swarthmore College (1967) 
M:S., -Univ. of Michigan (1969) 
Ph.D., Univ. of Michigan (1974) 
Recent publication: Reillo, P.R., and D.1-1 Wise. 

Experimental Evaluation of Selection on Color 
Morphs of the Polymorphic Spider Enoplognatha 
ovata. Evolution 42: 1172-1189. 

Return the enclosed ballot to Robert Wolff before May 30, 1990. 

April 1990 

Results of 1989 Special Election 

Allen Brady has been selected by mail-in ballot as the 
President-Elect of the Society. By tradition, he will assume the 
office of President of the Society at the end of the annual meeting 
in June, 1991. 

Gail Stratton was also re-elected to the office of 
Treasurer of the Society. She ran unopposed. 

Gary Miller Appointed Associate 'Editor 
Following the resignation of Jerry Rovner as Associate 

Editor of the Journal of Arachnology, the Executive Committee 
of the Society has appointed Gary Miller of the University of 
Mississippi as Associate Editor. He will assume the position on 
June 30, 1990. George Uetz, president of the Society said "I want 
to express the thanks of the American Arachnological Society for 
Jerry Rovner's service as Associate JEditor of the Journal of 
Arachnology. His efforts have greatly improved the qtality of 
research articles in the J. of A., and his flair for 0rg8ni7ati0n has 
added much to the efficiency of the review and editing process. 
His talents will be missed, but his continued health is most 
important ... and we wish Jerry all the best in dealing with Ms 
health problem." 

All manuscripts submittedlor-publication-in-the-Journal-
of Arachnology should now be sent directly to Dr. Gary Miller, 
Dept. of Bioltigy; University of Mississippi; University, MS 38677. 

********** 

Guide to Children's &Mks 

Bugg Books: A Guide To Juvenile And Popular Books On Insects 
And Their Relatives, written by Gary Dunn in now available. It 
provides information on 736 boolcs written primarily for youth. It 
will be useful to teachers, parents, naturalists and librarians. It 
lists titles, authors, publishers, dates, number of pages and 
illustrations, age-appropriateness, contents and a quality or 
usefulness rating. It is available for $12.95 (plus shipping and 
handling) from the Young Entomologists' Society, 1915 Peggy 
Place, Lansing, MI 48910-2553 [phone (517)-887-0499]. 

* * * * * * * * * * 

Application Published in the 
Bulletin of Zoological Nomenclature 

Case 2637 - Buthus vittatus (currently Centruroides vittatus; 
Arachnida, Scorpionida): proposed recognition of Wood (1863) as 
author of the specific name and designation of a neotype, and 
Centrurus hentzi (currently Centruroides hentzi) Banks, 1904; 
proposed conservation of the specific name. [The purpose of this 
application is the stabilization of names of North American 
scorpions which have in the past been misidentified.] (by Scott 
Stockwell, Dept of Entomology, Univ. of California, Berkeley, CA 
94720; and Herbert W. Levi, Museum of Comparative Zoology, 
Harvard University, Cambridge, MA 02138) 

- - LIST OF MEMBERS IN THIS ISSUE - 



Martin Sammond Muma 
- (1916-1989) 

Martin Hammond: Muma, Department of Entomology 
and-Nematology; University of Florida, Emeritus Professor, was 
ben in Topeka, Kansas, 24 July 1916. ge- died 1 December 1980 
in Portal, Ariz' ona after a short illness. . 

klis professional training - was obtained at Western 
Maryland College Extension Night School in 1933-34, Frostb,urg 
State Teachers Collegein1935;36, and the University of Maryland 
in 1936--43. Be received his B.S. degree in 1939, his m.s. in 1940 
and his Ph.D. in 1943. From. 1940-45, he served as Instructor in 
Entomology and Assistant Entomologist at the University of 
Maryland; ' fioni 1945-51, he was: Extension Entomologist, 
Associate Entomologist,- Associate Professor, and Associate 
Curator of the Mitsetun at the University of Nebraska; 1951-71 
he was Associate „Entoinologist, AsSociate Professor, -and 
Entomologists and Profeiser at the University of Florida Citrus 
Experiment Station. Since ,-.1971 Dr. Muma had continued his 
-alsoCiation with the: University- of Florida as an Emeritus 
Professor Of Entomology, Since 1963 he had been a Research 
Associate of the Elerida State Collection of Arthropods. 

-Although Dr. Mumes, formal- education and much of his 
pffiCial-professional experience had-been in the field of economic 
entomologyrhis faveriteavocational fields were arachnology-and 
speleology. In entomology he investigated and contributed to 
laxenomy, biology, ecologScand control-of deciduous fruit insects 
and ;mites. In arachnolegy he studied and contributed to the 
taxonomy, biology and ecology Of Mites, Spiders, scorpions,-whip-

' scorpions and solptigids: -hi speleology he contributed. tci- cave, 
biology, cave ecology, -and cave terminology: He is the anther of 
a-book, Common Spiders of Magland and author or coauthor of 

• 195 scientific„and nonscientific bulletins and papers. 
.------,_+,—DrMunyakahrembernefAlphacieta, Qminina Sigma 

-Delta, Phi Kapp,a Phi,, and Sigma X.i hoiaor societies and was a 
member ef several professional 'organizations; Florida, 
Entomological Society, Etelogical Society of-America, Society of 
:Systematic Zoology, and Society of Animal Behavior. Dr. Muma 
reteived the -Entomologist of the Year Award from the Florida 

:Entomology Society in 1970. ' He receiVed the Outstanding 
Research Faulty- Membership SHARE Award in 1971. 

On 14 - September 1940; Martin -married Xatherine 
;Elizabeth Short. He is survived by his wife-and their 6 children:-. 
Bonnie, Leslie, -Marie, Sallier Cherie, and ' Elsie; and 9-
grandchildren. = , 

********** , - 
e 

Prof. 2vonimit Maretic (1921-1989) 
. Pr,ofessor Maretic passed away in 1989. Born in, Zagreb, 

Yugoslavia, on 5 May 1921, Zvonimir graduated from the Faculty 
of Medicine in 1947, specializing in internal medicine and 
infectious-diseases. The Swiss Tropical Institute awarded him a 
diploma for his Work in tropical medicine. In 1959, his. 
diisertation' entitled "Araneism with special reference to Istria" 
won him r"; doctor's degree in medical science from. Zagreb 
University. He was a full professor, of the Medical Faculty in 
Zagreb as well as ainember of the-Medical Faculty in Rijeka. 

ln 1986 he was elected to the membership of the 
Yugoslav Academy of Sciences. In. 1956, until his retirement, he 
headed the Department of Infectious Diseases of the Medical 

„Center- in-Thila. Professor Marefic published 38S: scientific papers 

L
in various languages and a monograp_h with D. Lebez entitled 
"Araneisin with, Special Reference to Europe. American 
scientists met him at-the -International Arachnology meetings. 

- H:W. Levi (information supplied by B. Curac) 
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Note On A- Technique For Cleaning 
Female. Copulatory Organs -in Spiders 

Petra $lerwala 
Delaware Museum ot Natural History 

Wilmington, Delaware 
The removal of tissue surrounding the internal ducts And 

spermathecae of female copulatory organs in spiders cart Cause 
some clifficulties. For the study of ducts and spprmathep.ae 

-light microscopy it is sometimes. sufficient to submerse _the: 
dissected specimen in clove Oil -or Hoyer'S. The tissue becomes 

- translucent and the trajectory of ducts as well as the shalie of 
spermathecae can be examined. But often: and especial194or 
SEM-studies, it is desirable to remove the tissue-as ceinpletelyas 
possible. To do this, I have used either a steady hand and ,fine 
needles (pisaurids are rather large creatures) or warm,-te-hot 
KOH. While cleaning epigyna. of Pisaura mirabilis using KOH, 
severe damage to the surface of the spermathecae and the soft 
membranous copulatory duct was observed under the scanning: - 
electron 'Microscope. In Thaumasia (15sauridae); the needles 3m -
my net-sersteady hands have- caused- some_ destruction -to the 
membranous copulatory duct „ - . 

, Following a suggestion the origin of which l unfortunately 
-can't recall, I attempted to use enzymatic contact lens cleaner te-
remove the tissue from v:ulvae. In alcohol-preserved specimens, 
the .clissected ePigynum is soaked tap water overnight. This: 
reinotes some of the alcohol. Half a tablet of eniyhaticeontact 
lens cleaner (of 'unspecified chemical compoSition) is dissolved-iit 
about thee ml Of tap water: The specimen remains in that 
solution overnight andhp to three days. chitinouscopulatory 
ducts and spermathecam -whether strongly sclerotizecl or—rather 
membranous survive this procedure very well: In the long 
enzymatic lets cleaner is certainly more,expenSive that Trypsim - 
but it is ayailoble in eyerydrug-stere, To my:knowledicTiypsin 
einliitideretOnly'in 500 ginpiantitTIOF alieuf $100 ' 
Scientific). So far, I have not compared die:contact lens cleaner, 
and Trypsin to see which gives better results. - 

Research Report 
Brent Ppell 
Department of Biology 
Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University 
Blacksburg, VA 24061 - 

My studies of spider systematics and functional 
morphology currently involve two research projects. Jonathan;
Coddington and I are completing a world-wide rpyision of the 
geliera and species of the family Dinopidae, As We have not 

- examined all type specimens or finished studying the African 
Din_opis, it is not possible to provide a final tally of species 
numbers. However, there appear to be about ten species of 
African and Australian Menneus and 16 species of New World 
Dinopis. 

I am beginning studies of the cribellum and cribellar 
prey-captute thread of the spider family Uloboridae. These 
studies will -determine how cribellunt size, shape, and spinning 
spigot density affect the dimensions and stickiness of cribellar 
thread. They will also determine if there are transformational 
changes in the cribellum and cribellar threads of orb:weaving 
uloborids and if 'web reduCtion in triangle-weavers of the genus 
Hyptiotes and the single-line-weavers of the genus Miagramm'opei 
is associated with larger cribellae and more tenacious cribellar 
threads. When combined with measurements of uloborid orb-
and reduced-webs, the features of their respective cribellar threads 
will permit a better comparison of the material investment and 
prey capture potential of these different web forms. 



Research Report 
Linda S. Rayor 
Dept. Entomology 
University of Arizona 
Tucson, AZ 85721 

The primary focus of my research is an examination of 
spiders' behavioral compromises in respose to conflicting 
selection pressures, and the effect of these comprom s on 
habitat choice and, ultimately, individual fitness. Web-building 
spiders are partidlilarly good for examining_ effects of trade-offs 
because web-building spiders occupy temperarily fixed lotations 
from which they forage, incur predatory attacks, and reproduce. 
I have been working on several projects exploring different aspects 
of trade-offs in web-building spiders: 

I have just completed 2-1/2 years of postdoctdral research 
in Mexico, in collaboration with Dr. George Uetz of the 
University of Cincinnati. We examined whether colonial 
Metepeira inctassata (Araneidae) experience conflicting demands 
relative to spatial position within the colony, which could affect 
the spatial organization of the colony. We were interested the 
mechanisms which produce the characteristic size-strtictute of 
large colonies: Mitt large adults are concentrated in the core and 
smaller, younger hidividnals are found in increasing numbers 
toward the periphery. Our research demonstrates that both 
foraging success and predation risk we higher on the periphery 
of the colony. However, the tradeoffs change during the an 
individual's development and areas of high risk for large spiders 
present advantages for smaller indiiidnals. FM example, large 
Spiders on the periphery, compared to those in the core, are killed 
by predators-mote Often, producetver offspring and risk more 

—Parasitization of their egg sacs. AlteMatively, smaller spiderS on 
the periphery capture-more prey; sufferlittle predatiom--and-have 
reduced aggression and-web take-ov4, compared to small spiders 

- in the core: I am thrrently examining my data on how the order 
in which webs are constructed and behavioral interactions a.ct tO 
push smaller individuals outward. My long term observations of 

- individual spiders demonstrates the importance of mothers 
remaining on their egg sacs through the entire development of 
young actively guarding them from parasitoids. Manuscripts on 
this work are in progress. 

In graduate school I began an ongoing study in Costa 
Rica which examined trade-offs in foraging success, Web-site 
tenacity, and reproductive Success of pholcid spiders in ,areast of 
high and low predation by pseudostigmatid damselflies which prey 

• exclusively on small web-building spiders in sunny areas of the 
rainforest. One pholdd receives over 60% of the dainselfly 
predation attempts, but in over half of those attacks the spider 
avoids capture, thus allowing "asseSsment" of future risk. My data 
suggest pholcid prey capture and fitness are equal in both areas, 
but physiologically costly Movement to new web-sites is more 
frequent in risky habitats. 

I have become increasingly interested in spider predators 
and their strategies for capturing spiders. During my work in 
Mexico I was impressed by the variety of attack behavior's usedby 
numerous wasp_ species on M. incrassata. The most common 
predator-re pompilid wasp, is able to exploit the spiders' otherwise 
successful antipredator behavior of jumping from the web When 
attacked. I would like to explore wasp attack strategies and spider 
antipredator responses further in an, as yet undetermined, 
temperate system. In southemArizona I am looking for a system 
in which abundant or semi-social spiders are preyed upon by one 
or more wasp species. I would appreciate ANY suggestions about 
suitable sites or beasts! 

(continued) 
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Finally, this summer I will have the opportunity to 
compare the spacing 'behavior of the colonial orb-weaver Metabus 
gravidus with that of Metepeira incrassata when I teach a tropical 
biology course in Montevercle, Costa Rica. Unlike individual M. 
incrassata which remain in one .web-site for days or weeks, 
Metabus gravidus make daily migration s between web-sites and 
nocturnal group retreats. I wish 'to compare the factors affecting 
web-site choice and colony spatial organization in the two species. 

I am currently a research associate in Entomology at LTA, 
writing papers, looking for a permanent position, and enjoying 
the desert. 

***lc * * * * * 

Old World Scorpions In The Smithsonian 
Victor FSt 

309-B Wilson Blvd. North; Nashville, TN 37205 
The largest collections'of the Old World scorpions are 

deposited at Paris, London and Leningrad; however, I was very 
-glad to ascover a lot of interesting taxa in the National Museum 
of Natural History of the Smithsonian Institution (Washington, 
DC). Their scorpion collection is perfectly sorted and maintained 
by Scott Larcher. A lot of the New' World scorpions (mainly 
North American species of Centittroides and Vacjoyis) were 
identified in 1988-89 by Scott Stockwell. My objective, during my 
10-day visit this ye& Was to identify What I could from the Old 
World part of this Collection (about 1000 specimenS). It unequally 
covers the following countries: Italy, Yugoslavia, France, Spain, 
Greece, Turkey, Israel, Iran, Iraq, Pakistan, Gabon, Congo, 
Madagascar, Seychelles, Smithad-tics, Australia, and some regions
of Polynesia. 'Especially--rich are C011ectioni:finx-ii ir-m41963-64, 
John Neal) and Egypt (1950s, Wells and Randall). 

Since nobody specially collected scorpions for the 
Smithsonian, all these Collections are the byproduct of regular 
trips by entomologists, herpetologists or just tourists. Some 
scorpions were collected just for educational purpOses (there is a 
vial with the various body parts from, a huge Pandinus in this 
collection which according to the label was personally 'dissected 
by Snodgrass!). • Nevertheless, this kind of an accumulation of 
many common species for many years resulted in a comparatively 
good representation. For example, the most common Asian 
desert scorpion genus Mesobuthus is represented by all its five 
known species: At gibbosus (Brulle) [Greece, Turkey]; M eupeus 
(C. Koch) [Iran, Pakistan, Mongolia]; 111. caucasicus (Nordinj 
[Xran]; AL tamulus (Fabr.) [India]; and M. martensi (Karsch) 
[China], Among the most interesting records are Chiromachus 
ochropits, the endemic- species and genus from Seychelles; 
Hemiscalpitts lepturus, which belongs to a Middle astem genus 
usually rare in collections; and some endemics_ of Madagascar 
(species of Grosphus and Opisthacanthus). Twenty-two Old 
World genera I have found are: Androctonus, Buthacus; Buthus, 
Compsobuthys, Grosphus, Hottentotta, Leiurus, Lychas, 
Mesobuthus, Odontobuthus, Orthochints, Parahuthus, Uroplectes 
(Buthidae); Euscorpius (Chactidae),Hemiscorpfirs, Heterornetrus, 
Pandinus, Opisthophthalmus, Scorpio (Scorpionidae); 
Chiromachus, Liocheles, Opisthacanthus gschmiridat), The list 
of labels and ell identified species is deposited in the Department 
of Entomology of NMNH. I am especially grateful to Dr. 
Jonathan. Coddington and the Department, of Grants and 
Fellowships on the Smithsonian Institution for making this study 
possible by awarding the Short-Term Visit Giant. 
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Research Report 
Griswold, Charles E. 
Postdoctoral Research Fellow 
Department of Entomology, NHB 164 
National Museum of Natural History 
Smithsonian Institution 
Washington, DC 20560 

I am continuing 'with a program of research I began while 
I was at the Natal Museum and carried though during 
postdoctoral fellowships at the American Museum of Natural 
History and the Smithsonian. I am concerned with the historical 
biogeography of Africa, with special emphasis on the age and 
mode of origin of the disjunct pattern of "afromontane" temperate 
rain forest. Through dadistic revisions of spider taxa showing 
disjunct patterns of endemism I am attempting to develop a 
general dadogram for areas of endemism within the African 
continent. My previously published studies on the 
Microstigmatidae and Migidae suggest a mid-tertiary origin for 
certain patterns, effectively increasing the time frame for the 
historical biogeographical debate on Africa by an order of 
magnitude. I intend to test and refine my biogeographic 
hypotheses through additional revisions of forest-limited groups of 
spiders. I have recently completed a revision of the Amaurobiidae 
Phyxelidinae, a large txcOn showing disjunct patterns of endemism 
in south east Asia, southern and eastern Africa, and Madagascar. 
For more than a year I have been working on the Machadoniinae 
(currently placed in the Miturgidae). I have concluded that they 
are not miturgids at all but rather zoropsids, and will propose a 
radical reclassification of the latter family. I will redefine the 
Zoropsidae on the basis of synapomorphies and enlarge the family 
tcr-include-taxa -from-Africa, -Madagascar; and'Sri'-Lanka; A 
phylogeny for the African species will provide a test of alternative 
Pleistocene and mid-Tertiary vicariance models for forest 
disjunctions in southern Africa. Finally, as a postdoc at the 
Smithsonian through 1990, I am resuming work on the 
Cyatholipidae, for which I now have undescribed endemic taxa 
from souther; eastern, and western Africa, and Madagascar. 
Revision of this family will provide data on the historical 
relationships among these areas. 

In a different vein, Teresa Meikle (my wife) and I are still 
hoping to work up all the data on social eresids and their nest 
associates which we collected while in southern Africa. I am also 
working with Jon Coddington to design modifications of the 
standard museum spider-collecting trip to make the results 
quantitatively comparable between sites and seasons. 

********** 

American Arachnology in the newsletter of the 
American Arachnological Society and is sent only to members of 
the Sobiety. Submission of items for American Arachnology 
should be sent to the editor, Dr. James W. Berry, Department of 
Biological Sciences, Butler University, Indianapolis, Indiana 46208 
U.S.A. Deadline for receipt of material for the Fall issue is 24 
September and for the Spring issue, 24 March. 

The Journal of Arachnology is the official 
publication of the Society. Manuscripts submitted for publication 
in the Journal of Arachnology should be sent to Dr. Gary L. 
Miller, Associate Editor; Department of Biology, University of 
Mississippi, University, MS 38677 U.S.A. 

For information concerning membership, contact Dr. 
an 

\...SWtroerniet, New York, ork, 
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American Museum of Natural History, Central Park West at 79th 
Arachnologkal Society, Department of Entomology, The 

eMwemobrekrs1hip 24S, Secretary, , The American 

Research Report 
Frederick A. Coyle 
Department of Biology 
Western Carolina University 
Cullowhee, NC 28723 

I am in the final third of the project I started two years 
ago on the systematics of the diplurid subfamily Ischnothelinae. 
In addition to my standard strategy of assessing morphological 
variation quantitatively, I have been observing courtship and 
mating behavior so that I can use both behavioral and 
morphological characters in the cladistic analysis of ischnotheline 
relationships. In addition, mating trial results are helping me 
assess the degree of behavioral isolation among some allopatric 
populations. Collecting trips to South America and Jamaica in 
1988 and to Africa in 1989 were highly successful, thanks in part 
to Robb Bennett (who served on both trips as interpreter and 
chief tree climber, among other things) and also Pablo Goloboff 
and lacicie Palmer. Recent finds in southern India and Sri Lanka 
by Vince and Barbara Roth and D. P. Wijesinghe reveal 
surprising ischnotheline diversity there. (If any of you have 
ischnothelines you could loan to me, it is not too late) 

My undergraduate research assistants and I recently 
finished projects on Ischnothele prey capture (Nancy Ketner) , 
new species of Ischnothele and coevolved Mysmenopsis 
ldeptoparasites from Jamaica (Ted Meigs), and courtship and 
mating behavior in East African Thelechoris karschi (Terri 
O'Shields). We are currently surveying web symbionts collected 
in Thelechods karschi webs (Ted Meigs) and studying the nest 
structure and behavior of an African double-door barychelid Robb 
and I discovered (Terri O'Shields). Ron Huff is finishing his" 

-masterls-thesis on the morphological variation,- distribution, ,and 
natural history of Hypochihis sheari and Hypochilus coylei, and my 
new graduate student, Kefyn Catley, is beginning a dadistic 
analysis of the relationships of the eight species of Hypochilus. 

I am looking forward to teaching the spider course at the 
Highlands Biological Station with Bill Shear this summer and to 
Jackie Palmer's return to Cullowhee this fall. Yes, Jackie has 
been hired to direct WCU's new undergraduate research program 
and to set up an electron microscope facility for the University! 

When the ischnotheline revision is finished (early 1991), 
I hope to tackle the only group of diplurid genera that Rob Raven 
and I have not yet revised, the Diplurinae (Diplurr; Linothele, and 
Trechona). 

* * * * * * * * * * 

Research Report 
Robert J. Raven 
Queensland Museum 
P.O. Box 300 
South Brisbane, Queensland 4101 
Australia 

At present, four projects are on my mind. (1) Mygalomorph 
genera of the world. Funded by an Australian Research Council 
grant. Finally with social (and political) attention swinging back 
to our natural heritage, people want to know about spiders and 
not just how to kill them. The generally local vagility and high 
endemicity of mygalomorphs makes them very biogeographically 
informative. We intend to get that information into arenas of 
land management concerns. Our forests are diminishing and we'll 
never know what's there unless we sample now. We've got 
pending revisions on the New Caledonian mygalomorphs. The 
diversity on the island is staggering. Real Hawaiian stuff!! 
Relationships of genera within New Caledonia are a little cloudy 

'J 



but with Australia and the rest of the ,Pacific are bizarre. Also 
close to completion is a large work on Australian barychelids. 
We found at Cape Tribulation (1/35) that the usual three 
sympatric species blossoms to eight species of nine genera. 
Revisions on migids will bring major revisionary studies to a 
temporary close while the biogeographies are developed. The key 
to South American theraphosid genera using females continues to 
cause problems but I looking forward to a good solution. Rick 
West is building good data on biology while I build up the 
taxonomic data. (2) So, project number two is a major push to 
sample Australia (Queensland first) intensively using pitfall traps 
(buckets) left open for a year or so and cleared four times a year. 
A similar project run by well known entomologist Dr. Geoff 
Monteith (1974-1980) yielded pounds of exciting material. (3) 
Latrodectus is number three. Our species can kill. It's very 
common in Queensland. Public enemy number one? Maybe. 
We know too little about it. OK, Cane Toads are better movie 
stars but L. hasseltii is already ubiquitous, and my pet theory is 
that it is introduced. (4) Collection management. We are 
continuing to develop- the finest and best documented spider 
collection in the southern hemisphere. The new Rbase 3, already 
seen, promises to open new vistas that will allow me to integrate 
our new collection, Jon Coddington'S spider bibliography, and a 
mygalomorph catalogue-database. There's no stopping us here. 

FINANCIAL SUMMARY 1989 
DEC a 1989 

Balance, from 1988 Final Statement 

Future Meetings of the Society 

1991 - University of Mississippi 
Oxford, Mississippi 
Host: Gary Miller 

1992 - St Aniselin's College 
Manchester, New Hampshire 
Host: Craig Hieber 

1993 - liniversidad de Costa Rica 
San Jose, Costa Rica 
Host: Carlos Vakrio 

Right Pew, Wrong Church 

lathe last issue of the newsletter, meetings sites for past meetings 
were listed. Don Lowrie has informed me that the 1974 western 
division meeting was indeed in Las Vegas, but it was Las Vegas, 
New Mexico, not Las Vegas, Nevada. (ed.) 

********** 

The American Arachnological Society 
Gail E. Stratton, Treasurer 

DEPOSITS 
Membership dues $26,732.00 
Total Sales (back issues, cards and volumes) 824.95 
Interest 926.00 
Page Charges 5522.56 
Donations (incl. $1063 collected with dues) 1,495.00 
Collections for Manchester Univ. Press (Platnicic's hook) 6,163.49 

EXPENSES 
Journal of Arachnology 

Subtotal: $41,664.00 

16(2)mailing cost included, not itemized) $7132.95 
16(3) (incl 245.35 for mailing) 6149.15 
17(1) (incl. 463.88 for mailing) 7162.23 
17(2) (incl. 464.12 for mailing) 7247.42 

Texas Tech (reprints and envelopes) 353.10 
Postage and Supplies, 

Carico, Editor ' 417.24 
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