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Please watch your mailbox... Your ballot for the 2004 
A.A.S. election has been mailed. We select a new Director 
this year, so be sure to mark your choice and send your 
ballot ASAP. 

Supplement to American  
Arachnology   # 68 

More from the 27th Annual AAS Meeting, Denver Museum 
of Nature & Science, Denver, 24-28 July, 2003 

 Number 68 of American Arachnology required more pages than usual to 
present the abstracts from the 27th AAS meeting and information for the 
28th AAS meeting. Including the group picture from the 27th meeting would 
have produced a large file, impeding efficient electronic mailing. Thus, this 
supplement to A.A. Number 68 provides more materials related to the 27th 
AAS meeting and some other items of interest.    
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  American Arachnological Society   Minutes of the 27th Annual Meeting 
Denver Museum of Nature and Science 27 July 2003 

-President Brent Opell called the meeting to order at 4:37 p.m. mst.   
Old Business and Announcements 
- The minutes of the 26th AAS Business meeting, held at the University of California, Riverside on 28 June 2002, were consid-

ered and approved unanimously by voice vote. 
- President Opell reviewed business the Executive Committee had conducted via e- mail since the last Business meeting: 
  To restrict access to the on-line Journal of Arachnology to Society Members 
  To restrict AAS Research Awards to members of the AAS 
  To use PayPal for dues and annual meeting payments 
  To distribute the Society’s Newsletter, American Arachnology, via electronic mail to Members with e-mail access 
- Opell recognized Paula Cushing, the meeting host. Cushing acknowledged the recognition, and emphasized the enormous 

work done by her assistants (all 43), the audio-visual personnel, the Executive Committee, those on the Spider Genera of 
North America Revision team, and the meeting sponsors. The assembled Membership concurred with a rousing round of ap-
plause.  

- George Uetz then read a letter to the Membership from Sherry Hieber, the wife of the late Dr. Craig Hieber, thanking the AAS 
for their collective thoughts and support during a difficult time.  

- Karen Cangialosi presented the treasurer’s report by distributing the 2nd quarter Treasurer’s Report.  She explained the re-
port and  indicated that the Society’s finances has been improving. Cangialosi stated that PayPal has been working well, and 
encouraged everyone to use it when possible. The report was approved by a unanimous voice vote of the membership. Presi-
dent Opell and the Membership thanked Treasurer Cangialosi for her service.  

- President Opell read a membership report from Membership Secretary Jeff Schultz, who was then in the Student Paper 
Competition judges’ meeting. The report showed an increase of 3% from 2002 (512 individual members in 2003) and a de-
cline of 12 institutional members (9.4%) since 2002. The latter may have been due to the Society’s participation in BioOne.  

- Electronic mail addresses have been received for almost 90% of the Membership, which has significantly increased commu-
nication efficiency and decreased mailing costs. Through the efforts of webmaster Ken Prestwich, receipt of dues and dona-
tions via the AAS website using PayPal (over 25% of all 2003 members and 50% of students) has greatly facilitated transfers 
of monies. 

- President Opell  encouraged everyone to become a Life Member if possible. This could help with short-term cash-flow in that 
such members essentially pay in advance for many years of membership. 

- Journal of Arachnology Editor-In-Chief Dan Mott reported to the membership that the number of featured articles published 
in 2002 increased by 58% compared to 2001 (37 in 2001;  64 in 2002), and that time from submission to publication as re-
mained fairly stable (~ 17.5 months). Average cost per page also has remained stable (~$71) while the number of pages pub-
lished increased (440 in 2001; 621 in 2002).  

- It was reiterated that the JOA is accessible to members via the website, and open to others via BioOne. Furthermore, the 
search engine and abstracts also are openly available. 

 - President Opell reported in the absence of President-Elect Gary Miller on future meeting sites. The 2005 meeting will be 
hosted by Sam Marshall and Maggie Hodge at Hiram College in Hiram, Ohio. We are still searching for the 2006 and other 
future meeting sites. Those wishing to perform major service to the Society and host a meeting are strongly encouraged to 
speak with Gary Miller. 

- Paula Cushing reported on the status of the revision of the Spiders of North America. It is on-track and has a good layout. 
Completion is anticipated in 2004, and will be marketed to a broad audience. She made a plea for help with some families. 

- Secretary Alan Cady announced results of the 2003 election. With a good ballot return (89), Dr. Beth Jakob was elected 
President-Elect, Dr. James Carrel was elected Director, and Karen Cangialosi was re-elected Treasurer. Cady thanked the 
nomination committee of Rich Bradley, Bruce Cutler, and Rosie Gillespie for their service. 

- Beth Jakob announced the winners of the Student Paper & Poster Awards from 19 podium and 7 poster presentations. Ingi 
Agnarsson won the paper presentation award, and Ryan Bell won the poster presentation. Jakob stated the judging was dif-
ficult, and gave thanks to the dedicated judges. The Membership showed their appreciation with a strong round of applause. 

- There was no Old Business to attend to. 
New Business 
- President Opell announced to the membership that the Executive Committee is planning extensive Constitutional and By-

Laws changes to reflect advancements in communication and changes in the Society. These should be presented to the 
Membership as the Executive Committee addresses these issues and suggests action. 

- President Opell provided some examples such as making the webmaster a non-elected, voting member of the Executive Com-
mittee, (Opell went on to give heartfelt accolades to our webmaster Ken Prestwich), have the Editor-In-Chief of the Journal 
be a voting member of the Executive Committee, and the Parliamentarian be an appointed non-voting member of the Execu-
tive Committee. 

- It was suggested from the floor that there be a student member on the Executive Committee, which is something the Execu-
tive Committee will consider. 

- Rich Bradley rose from the floor to commend the service President Opell has given to the Society during his term in office. 
The Membership present seconded Dr. Bradley’s comments with thunderous applause. 

- In turn, President Opell recognized all of the assistance given to him by the other Society officers. 
- A motion to adjourn was made and seconded at 5:35 p.m.  
Respectfully Submitted,  Alan Cady,  Secretary  
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  AAS Annual Meeting 2004 
Norman, Oklahoma 

Hosted by Douglas Gaffin 

The 2004 annual meeting of the American Arachnological 
Society will be held at the University of Oklahoma in the 
city of Norman, 23– 27 June, and hosted by Dr. Douglas 
Gaffin. 

Although it is too late to submit an abstract, you may regis-
ter for the meeting anytime by going to: 

http://www.americanarachnology.org/
AAS_Meetings/AAS_2004.html 

Also, the forms were available in Number 69 of American 
Arachnology, along with more detailed information 

about the 2004 Meeting.  
The meeting will include a scorpion symposium, re-

search papers/posters, a collecting trip, a field trip 
to the Wichita Mountains, plenty of good food, and 
the traditional auction and banquet, this year at the 
Sam Noble Oklahoma Museum of Natural History 
(with special speaker Dr. Kelvin Droegemeier, di-
rector of OU’s world-renowned meteorology pro-
gram, speaking on an Oklahoma pastime -- storm 
chasing). 

 

AND!!! Don’t forget to submit 
your items to the annual 
ArachnoAuction !!  

 
It is not too late to contact 
the meeting Host with your 
materials for the Auction. 
Remember, “One person’s 
trash is another person’s 
treasure”. All proceeds di-
rectly help the Society’s pro-
grams. 

AMERICAN ARACHNOLOGY 
is the official newsletter of the American Arachnological 
Society, and is distributed biannually to members of the 
Society. Items for the Newsletter should be sent to the Editor, 
Alan Cady, Dept. Zoology, Miami Univ.-Middletown, 4200 E. 
Univ. Blvd., Middletown, Ohio, 45042, USA, Voice:(513)727-
3258, Fax:(513)727-3450; E-mail:CADYAB@MUOHIO.EDU. 
Deadline for receipt of material for the Fall issue (Vol. 70) is 1 
October, 2004.  All correspondence concerning changes of 
address and information on membership in the American 
Arachnological Society should be addressed to the Membership 
Secretary, Jeffery Shultz, American Arachnological Society, 
Dept. of Entomology, Univ. of Maryland, College Park, MD 
20742; Voice:(301)405-7519, Fax:(301)314-9290, E-mail: 
JS314@UMAILSRV0.UWMD.EDU. Membership information 
may be found at the AAS website: http://WWW.
AMERICANARACHNOLOGY.ORG. Members of the Society 
also receive the JOURNAL OF ARACHNOLOGY (published 
triannually) and have access to electronic resources (JOA 
OnLine). 

Future A.A.S. Annual Meeting Sites 

 2004— 23      27 June, Norman, 
Oklahoma 

 2005— Hiram College, Ohio 

Note on the AAS 2003 Meeting logo 
The wonderful rendition of the Black Widow used 
on the 2003 Meeting logo was done by a local 
Denver artist, Eric Parrish.  

Peter Jäger writes: 

Dear colleagues, 

As I received some requests concerning visits in the Arach-
nid Collection in the Senckenberg Museum Frankfurt in 
the course of the International Congress in Gent, Belgium 
this year, I would ask all colleagues who are interested in 
visiting the collections for contacting me as soon as possible 
for travel dates. Only then I can make reservations of the 
Senckenberg guest rooms, which are cheap, but also most 
wanted. 

Best wishes, Peter Jäger 

Sektion Arachnologie 

Forschungsinstitut Senckenberg 

Senckenberganlage 25 

D-60325 Frankfurt am Main 

Tel: 0049-(0)69-7542 340; Fax: 0049- (0)69-746 238 

E-Mail: Peter.-@Senckenberg.de 
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JOURNAL OF ARACHNOLOGY ELECTRONIC INDEX 
The electronic index for the Journal of Arachnology is available at: http://vassun.vassar.edu/~celt/suter/spiderform.html 
Note that the main search keywords are:SCORPION, SPIDER, HARVESTMAN, MITE. Any word or taxon that is in a title may be found 

with a search of the Index. Thanks to Bob Suter: SUTER@VASSAR.EDU HTTP://FACULTY.VASSAR.EDU/~SUTER/SUTER.HTML 

AMERICAN  ARACHNOLGICAL  SOCIETY  WEBSITE 
HTTP://AMERICANARACHNOLOGY.ORG 

Ken Prestwich has developed our website where one may find mem-
bership information, Annual Meeting Info & registration, an-
nouncements & Bulletin Board, officers, meeting minutes, instruc-
tions to JOA authors, an electronic JOA index, graduate study opportunities, a 
photo gallery, links to other arachnological sites, and JOA OnLine (electronic ver-
sions of the Journal of Arachnology; available to A.A.S. Members). Many, many thanks and kudos to 
Ken for applying his time and skill to the Website!! Thanks too to Holy Cross for sponsoring the site. 

ARACHNOLOGY IN CYBERSPACE 
Here are some website addresses for arachnological information: 

International Society of Arachnology—HTTP://WWW.ARACHNOLOGY.ORG  
Wolf Spiders of Australia (Lycosidae) - HTTP://WWW.ALPHALINK.COM.AU/~FRAMENAU/LYCOSIDAE/INDEX.HTML 


