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Abstract. A morphological study of the type material of two Colombian theraphosid species in the genus Thalerommata
Ausserer, 1875, deposited in the European spider collections of the Natural History Museum, London, and Muséum national

d’Histoire Naturelle, Paris, enables us to establish a new synonym: T. macella (Simon, 1903) is designated as a junior synonym

of T. gracilis Ausserer, 1875.
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Theraphosidae Thorell, 1869 is the most diverse family within
Mygalomorphae, with 169 genera and 1122 species (World Spider Cat-
alog 2024). The tiny theraphosid spiders of the genus Thalerommata
Ausserer, 1875, include 13 species distributed in Argentina, the Baha-
mas, Colombia, Cuba, Jamaica, and Venezuela (Bertani & Raven
2023; World Spider Catalog 2024). The genus can be recognized by
the presence of flattened, iridescent setae covering the abdomen and
legs, the bi-serially dentate superior tarsal claws (STC) in males, non-
incrassate posterior lateral spinnerets (PLS), and two rows of clavate tri-
chobothria on the dorsal tarsi of all legs (Bertani & Raven 2023).
In the last two years, three works have had a significant impact

on the genus taxonomy. Bertani & Raven (2023) revised the genus
and described six new species: T. gertschi Bertani & Raven, 2023,
T. huila Bertani & Raven, 2023, T. maculata Bertani & Raven,
2023, T. pecki Bertani & Raven, 2023, T. splendens Bertani &
Raven, 2023, and T. squamea Bertani & Raven, 2023.
More recently, Rı́os-Tamayo (2024) described a new species

from Cuba, T. anae Rı́os-Tamayo, 2024, and included it in a phy-
logenetic analysis, where Thalerommata appeared as sister group
of the clade Cyrtogrammomma þ Trichopelma. The results of
Rios-Tamayo (2024) corroborated the transfer of the genus by Ber-
tani & Raven (2023) to Theraphosidae and its close relationship to
the genus Trichopelma Simon, 1888. Osorio et al. (2024) described
three new species from Colombia, T. yukpa Osorio et al., 2024, T.
margarita Osorio et al., 2024 and T. kogui Osorio et al., 2024,
extending the distribution of the genus for northern Colombia.
Historically, the taxonomic classification of Thalerommata has

undergone several changes, wherein authors had placed the genus
in different families, including Dipluridae, Theraphosidae and
Barychelidae. In 1985, Raven proposed that Thalerommata
belonged to Barychelidae, but did not assign it to any specific
barychelid subfamily and established it as incertae sedis. How-
ever, in the recent taxonomic review, Bertani & Raven (2023)
redescribed the genus, proposed a new diagnosis and trans-
ferred it to Theraphosidae. In addition, despite the absence of
a phylogenetic hypothesis, the authors considered the genus
closely related to Trichopelma Simon, 1888, under the justification
of the shared bi-serially dentate STC in males in combination with
non-incrassate PLS.
Herein, based on the comparison of morphological characters

of the holotypes of Thalerommata gracilis Ausserer, 1875 and

Thalerommata macella (Simon, 1903), deposited in the collections

of the Natural History Museum, London (NHM) and Muséum

national d’Histoire Naturelle, Paris (MNHN), we propose T. macella
as junior synonym of T. gracilis.

METHODS

The holotypes are deposited at the following museum (curators

in parentheses): NHM, Natural History Museum, London (J. Bec-

caloni); MNHN, Muséum national d’Histoire Naturelle, Paris (C.

Rolland). The specimens were studied under a Leica S8AP0 ste-

reomicroscope. Digital multi-focal photos were taken with a Leica

DFC500 digital camera attached to a Leica MZ16A stereoscopic

microscope. Extended focal range images were composed with

Leica Application Suite version 2.5.0. The spermathecae were dis-

sected and the non-chitinous tissue was digested using Ultrazyme®

Enzymatic Cleaner for 24 hours, whereby a tablet was diluted in

5 mL of distilled water. Abbreviations: Cs ¼ Cymbium Spines;

Ps¼ Prolateral spur.

TAXONOMY

Order Araneae Clerck, 1757

Infraorder Mygalomorphae Pocock, 1892

Family Theraphosidae Thorell, 1869

Genus Thalerommata Ausserer, 1875

Thalerommata Ausserer, 1875: 182, pl. 6, figs. 26–29.

Aphantopelma Simon, 1903: 43, 922, 926. First synonymized by

Raven 1985: 149.

Type species.—Thalerommata gracilis Ausserer, 1875, by

monotypy.
Diagnosis.—See Bertani & Raven (2023).
Distribution.—Argentina, Bahamas, Colombia, Cuba, Jamaica

and Venezuela.
Species included.—Thalerommata anae Rı́os-Tamayo, 2024, T.

caudicula (Simon, 1886), T. gertschi Bertani & Raven, 2023, T.
gracilis Ausserer, 1875, T. huila Bertani & Raven, 2023, T. kogui
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Osorio, Benavides, Garcı́a-Atencia & Bertani, 2024, T. maculata
Bertani & Raven, 2023, T. margarita Osorio, Benavides, Gar-

cı́a-Atencia & Bertani, 2024, T. pecki Bertani & Raven, 2023,

T. splendens Bertani & Raven, 2023, T. squamea Bertani &

Raven, 2023, and T. yukpa Osorio, Benavides, Garcı́a-Atencia &

Bertani, 2024.

Thalerommata gracilis Ausserer, 1875
(Figs. 1–3)

Thalerommata gracilis Ausserer, 1875: 182, pl. 6, figs. 26–29;

Roewer, 1942: 223; Bertani & Raven, 2023: 204, figs. 1–4.

Thalerommata gracile Ausserer: Simon 1892: 181; Pocock, 1895: 224;
Petrunkevitch, 1911: 91; Petrunkevitch, 1928: 76; Petrunkevitch,

1939: 302; Bonnet, 1959: 4393.

Aphantopelma macellum Simon, 1903a: 920, 926, fig. 1072; Simon,

1903b: 43; Petrunkevitch, 1911: 48; Petrunkevitch, 1928: 77; Petrun-

kevitch, 1939: 265; Bonnet, 1955: 356; Schmidt, 1986: 61, fig. 7.

Thalerommata macella (Simon): Raven, 1985: 149; Bertani &

Raven, 2023: 205, figs. 5–10. New synonymy.

Type material (of Thalerommata gracilis).—Lectotype male
and paralectotype female (here designated). COLOMBIA: Santa

fé de Bogotá (BMNH 1890.7.1.358).

Figure 1.—Thalerommata gracilis, lectotype male (BMNH 1890.7.1.358): A. Carapace, dorsal view B. Sternum, ventral. C. endites and labium,

ventral view. D. eyes group, dorsal view. E–G male palp. E. Prolateral view. F. Ventral view. G. Retrolateral view. H. Tibia I, prolateral view. Scale

bars: (A–B) 1mm; (C–H) 0.5mm. Abbreviations: Cs ¼ Cymbium spines; Ps ¼ Prolateral spur.
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Type material (of Aphantopelma macellum).—Holotype male.
COLOMBIA: Mine Purnio, 58240N, 748410W (MNHN7193AR4612).
Diagnosis.—See Bertani & Raven (2023).
Description.—See Bertani & Raven (2023). Female spermathe-

cae with short receptacles and slightly sinuous stalks (Fig. 2E).
Remarks.—The lectotype and paralectotype specimens of T.

gracilis examined here are damaged, and it can be observed that

the tip of the bulb of the male pedipalp is broken (Figs. 1E–G).

DISCUSSION

Males of Thalerommata gracilis and T. macella share the pres-
ence of a group of spines (Cs) on the retrolateral lobe of the cym-

bium (Figs. 1E–G, 3E–G; Bertani & Raven 2023, figs. 2, 9, 10), the
tibial apophysis has a long curved spine and a short prolateral pro-
cess with a spine (Figs. 1H, 3H; Bertani & Raven 2023, figs. 4, 8),
and the general aspect of the copulatory bulb is similar (Figs. 1E, F,
3E, G; Bertani & Raven 2023, figs. 2, 9). Bertani & Raven (2023)

distinguished both males by the length of the embolus, wherein T.
macella possesses a short embolus, almost the same length as the
tegulum (Fig. 3E, F; Bertani & Raven 2023, fig. 9), and T. gracilis
having a long embolus, twice the length of the tegulum (Bertani &
Raven 2023, fig. 2). However, this difference in the length of the
embolus is not what is depicted in the figures presented, where both

structures are shown to have similar lengths.
Bertani & Raven (2023, figs. 1–4) only provided the original

plates from Ausserer (1875) of the male lectotype of T. gracilis
and did not include any illustration of the female paralectotype’s

spermathecae. Regarding T. macella, the illustrations do not show
precise details of the palpal bulb or tibial apophysis (see Bertani &
Raven 2023, figs. 8, 9), the latter of which is shown from its retro-
lateral side, making it impossible to observe the prolateral spur
(Fig. 3H, PS). Our careful examination of the type material of
both species revealed that the embolus of the T. gracilis lecto-
type is broken (Figs. 1E–G). It is possible to observe fracture
marks on both the right and left palpal bulbs, and this does not
agree with Ausserer’s original drawings of a long embolus.
The morphological general aspect of the male palpal bulbs of
both species are, in fact, very similar. Based on the morpho-
logical similarity of the male palpal bulb and tibial apophysis,
we propose that T. macella should be considered a junior synonym
of T. gracilis, also corroborated by the type locality of both species
in Central Colombia.

The difficulty of accessing type material is one of the major
limiting factors for taxonomic research. In the case of very old
original descriptions (more than 100 years old), morphological
information is often scarce, and can only be accessed from
material deposited in collections. Recent initiatives to publish
redescriptions, label data, and high-quality pictures and draw-
ings of older types are fundamental for accelerating taxonomic
research, providing crucial information for species recognition
(Dupérré & Harms 2018; Dupérré & Tapia 2021; Dupérré 2023).
In this context, we stress herein the importance of providing high-
resolution stereomicroscope photographs of name-bearing types,
especially those representing genus-group types of poorly known
and enigmatic genera.

Figure 2.—Thalerommata gracilis, paralectotype female (BMNH 1890.7.1.358): A–B Habitus A. habitus dorsal. B. habitus ventral C. eyes group,

dorsal view. D. endites and labium, ventral view. E. Spermatheca, dorsal view. Scale bars: (A–B) 1mm; (C–D) 0.5mm; (E) 0.2mm.
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araignées ( �Etude par ordre alphabétique) (1re partie: A–B). Doula-
doure, Toulouse, pp. 1–918.

Bonnet P. 1959. Bibliographia araneorum. Analyse méthodique de toute
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araignées ( �Etude par ordre alphabétique) (5me partie: T–Z). Doula-
doure, Toulouse, pp. 4231–5058.
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